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philosopher Sadr al-Din ‘Al bin Nagsir al-Neysabiri (d. ac 622 AH / 1225).
The copy of this book is attached to the text of Nahj al-Balagha. The first
person who gave a copy of this book to his coreligionists, i.c the Shias in
Yemen was Ahmad bin Zayd al-Buriiqini al-Beyhaqi who is one of the
transmitters of Nahj al-Balagha in Yemen. This person is the first one to
spread these two books (Nahj and its commentary) in Yemen. That is why
the Zaydi’s route to receive both Nahj al balagha and ’A‘lam Nahj al-
Balagha” is single and both end up to him and then from him to Sarkhsi and
Radi. For this reason SarakhsT has become famous for being from Zaydiyah
sect while he is a Imamite as he explicitly has alluded to the imams of
twelver shiite in this commentary.

This book is a brief commentary on ‘“Nahj al-Balagha. The author has
chosen some of the sermons, letters and warrants of Imam °‘Ali and
explained briefly the unclear words and phrases.

In spite of its abridgement, the book includes precise, beneficial points such
as definition of the words, the rhetorical aspects, scientific allusions such as
philosophical, astrological and medical points besides historical references.
About the manuscript and the motives behind its publishing

There is a very exquisite manuscript of this commentary in Imam al-Kashif
al-Ghita (may God bless his soul) Library in Najaf — Iraq. This manuscript is
extremely precious which was transcribed in the month of Ramadan of the
year 701 AH / 1301 in the city of Mashad MangliT in Yemen. It was
compared with a heard copy in the month of Muharam of the year 703 AH /
1303.

This is the copyist’s comment:

< The transcription of the book was ended with Allah assistance in the
month of Ramadan of the year 701 in the city of Mashad al-Mansiiri (may
God’s peace be upon its residents) >

And this is the note of Comparison (Balagh al-Mugabila):

< The process of comparing the manuscript with the copy compared with a
heard manuscript reached this point in the month of Muharram of the year
703...>

This is the second oldest well-known manuscripts of the book found so far.
We would offer it to the public and the researchers through facsimile format.
The reason for publishing this copy is that it is kept in the city of Najaf and
is regarded as its treasures, so we decided to offer this copy to honor the city
in the year it has been appointed as the cultural capital of Islamic world in
order to revive the city and its eternal monuments.



We believe that in the process of this cultural and academic movement, a
copy of “Nahj al-Balagha” was transferred to Yemen too. Before that there is
no sign of the accessibility of Nahj in that region. It is understood from the
Zaydi “asnad” (chain of transmitters) narrating Nahj al-Balagha that the
initial spread of this work dates back to the seventh century. Before that,
only the Zaydis living in Khurasan knew Nahj and had special readings or
hearings of the book. The task of transferring Nahj from Khurasan to Yemen
was performed by Zaydis immigrants to Yemen. On top of them are Ahmad
bin Zayd al-Buriiqini1 al-Beyhaghi and his disciple Sayyid Abt Talib al-
Murtaga bin Sarahank al-Mar‘ashi who were mentioned above.

After the transmission, the book “Nahj al-Baldgha” received much attention
and gained great popularity among the Zaydis and at the same time its
compiler; al-Sharif al-Radi Muhammad bin al-Husayn al-Misavi al-
Baghdadi (d. 406 AH / 1015) became famous too. From that time on, the
scholars and leaders of this faction paid much attention to it and regarded it
as an authentic and reliable source which was cited in their argumentations
in both theological and juridical discussions. Zaydi authors quoted from this
book in their works too. Also, many Zaydi scholars transcribed, commented
on and got permission to narrate Nahj al-Balagha. In all the available books
written by Zaydi Imams and their followers who had access to Nahj al-
Balagha we can find a sign referring to it, a sign like hearing, reading,
getting permission, writing a footnote, transcribing and any kind of attention
to Nahj al-Balagha.

One of the special featurcs gained by Nahj al-Balagha after it was spread out
in scientific atmosphere in Yemen among Zayds is that its transmission has
been authorized by the Imams and scholars of the sect in special permissions
called “al-Ijazat”. It is a process in which a student hears the text of a book
or reads it to a master or gets permission to narrate it from a master. By
considering all the cases for narrating, permitting and receiving the text of
Nahj al-Balagha one can realize that they interacted with the book as one of
their basic Hadith sources used in their researches and studies. They did their
best to preserve the copies of the book for their later generations and that’s
why different manuscripts of the book are found in Yemeni cities like
San‘a’, Sa‘de, Shahare and etc. all these manuscripts include the “isnad” or
chain of transmitters. Also it was common among them to write commentary
on Nahj al-Balagha.

The Book “’A‘laimu Nahj al-Balagha” and its author

One of the ancient commentaries on Nahj al-Balagha is the book entitled
‘“’A’lamu Nahj al-Balagha” written by the Shiite scholar and great



Introduction

Zaydiya is one of the factions of Islam similar to Shiism who believe in the
infallibility of “ Aghab al-Kisa’ ” “people of cloak” including: the prophet,
Fafima, ‘Ali, Hassan and Husayn (peace be upon them). Both groups believe
that, the right path is the one where Ahlol Bayt and their followers step in
and therefore oppose the followers of other sects who disbelieve them. They
try to get their knowledge from Ahlol Bayt and for this reason both sects
believe in the same theological principles like: Justice, Monotheism and
disbelieve the anthropomorphism and humanization of God.

There are four important books which have great role in indicating the extent
to which these two sects have in common in regard to hadith narrators,
sources and masters. These works are:

Nahj al-Balagha of Imam ‘Alf bin Abl Talib which was collected and
compiled by the great Shiite scholar, Sharif al-Radi.

Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiya of Imam Zain al-* Abidin ‘Al bin al-Husayn.

Sahifa of Imam °Alf bin Misa al-Rida.

‘Umdat ‘Uyun Sihah al-Akhbar Fi Managib Imam al-Abrar written by the
Shiite jurist and Hadith expert, Yahya bin al-Hassan bin al-Bitriq al-Hilli. (d.
600 AH / 1203)

I have tried in this work to demonstrate the great efforts made by Zaydi
scholars in reviving Islamic heritage especially Nahj al-Balaqa. This work is
a modest attempt to introduce the literal legacy of a group of Muslims, the
legacy which has been threatened by the rulers through murdering and
banishment of its supporters, the legacy which has been fought against by
questioning and refutation which resulted in nothing but steadfastness and
pride.

In the seventh century the Zaydi’s thought flourished under the
establishment of “Hadavi” approach ( A Zaydi sect) in Yemen when the
leadership of the faction was taken by Imam Mansir Bi-l1ah ‘Abdollah bin
Hamzah (d. 414 AH / 1023) whose leadership and books had great impact on
survival and stabilization of Zaydiya in Yemen. This is the century that
witnessed the emergence of dozens of scholars in a way that it got the title:
“The era of relative stability and prosperity of the intellectual movement”,
We see at this moment of history, the immigration of a group of prominent
scholars from Iran to Yemen, among whom we can name: Ahmad bin Zayd
al-Haj1 al-BuriiqiniT al-BeyhaghT (d. 7th century) and Sayyid Abd Talib al-
Murtada bin Sarahank al-Mar‘ashi (d. 7th century) and many others.
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